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The Nissitissit witch  
Ebb and the Chief were near the end of the Nissitissit above the Nashua River. They were talking 
with three white men. The white men wanted to enter the valley and build a dam on the Nissitissit. 
During his life on Earth, the Chief’s English was poor. “No white men. River sacred. Spirits say no.” 
One of the white men turned to the Chief. “I’ll show you what I think of your spirits,” he said with 
disgust as he walked to the bank of the river. The Chief twisted his spear around and knocked the 
white man out. “Ebb, I am sorry”, the Chief said. “You have seen enough death. Your soul is still 
heavy with it, and you know how horrific battles can be. But it has been deemed that you have to 
witness this slaughter.” As the Chief finished speaking, Ebb could hear the sounds of a great battle. 
He heard shots and screams. He listened to the sounds of braves fighting and dying, the sounds of 
women screaming, children crying, and then silence - dead silence.  
Then Ebb saw them. The Great White Horse appeared with the Chief sitting on top. Ebb wanted to 
speak, but the spirit of the Chief told him to be quiet. “Watch. Be still. This is very important.” The 
Chief was fatally wounded and fell from the horse. The Great White Horse was almost entirely red 
from the blood of the Chief and from its own wounds. The western sky had dark clouds building, 
but all remained quiet when the mist started rising from the river and moving towards the dying 
Chief and his injured horse. Then suddenly, ghostly hands of many ancestors appeared from the 
mist, helping the Chief and the horse towards the river. The white men watched, in horror. They 
had never witnessed anything like this. They saw how the spirits of the Nissitissit carried the horse 
to the edge of the river. Right before the horse fell forward, the Chief faced the white men. With his 
last breath, he proclaimed, “My spirit will not rest until I get revenge on you and the sons of your 
sons. All will perish in the end. The land will have its revenge.” The great horse staggered forward 
and fell into the river. The wind from the coming storm hit swiftly, screaming in the white men’s 
ears. They ran towards the spot where the horse had fallen. Although the river was only a few feet 
deep, the men could not see the bodies. They raced back home, telling no one what had happened, 
other than saying the Chief was dead. Later, they swore to tell no one what had really happened, as 
their greed for the land was more powerful than their fear of the spirits. The Nissitissit ran red for 
days as the blood of six thousand years leached from the spot where the Chief had died. Already, 
The White Way was beginning to poison the land. 
Adapted from: Chaulk, R. (2008) Nissitissit witch. Retrieved from: 
https://www.goodreads.com/story/ show/27473-nissitissit-witch 
 

 

I. Vocabulary.  

Give the definition of the words in bold. Look for it on www.wordreference.com 

1. Witch 

2.chief 

3.dam 

4.twisted 

5.spear 

6.deemed 

7.witness 

8-slaughter 

9. wounded 

http://www.wordreference.com/


10.mist 

11. injured 

12.ghostly 

13.edge 

14.breath 

15.revenge 

16. perish 

17.staggered 

18.swiftly 

19.spot 

20.deep. 

21.swore 

22 greed 

23. fear 

24. leached 

 

II. Answer these questions  

 

a. Who was the Chief?  ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

b.  Who were the white men? ______________________________________________________________ 
 

c.  Why were they fighting?  ________________________________________________________________ 
 

 d. Who is the witch of the Nissitissit?  __________________________________________________________ 

 

e. What is the White Way? ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

 f. Can you infer where this story takes place? (present country? continent?) How did you infer this 

information? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 


